kfc                        JNlkODUCTtOM.
George Granville, Baron Lansdowne, to the ordinary
qualifications of an accomplished gentleman added
some pretensions, not altogether- contemptible, to
the rank of a minor poet. He was the author of a
vast number of elegantly written verses (usually
addressed to " Mira "), of a tragedy (Heroic Love)
commended by Dryden, and of an amusing comedy
(Once a Lover and always a Lover) of the school of
Wycherley and ^Congreve. In the second volume
of his collected works is to be found an epistle in
which he remarks, with some minuteness, upon
the character and disposition of his friend
Wycherley.
This letter is not dated, but, from internal
evidence, must have been written about the
year 1705 or 1706. Lansdowne sets out with
declaring that his partiality to Wycherley as a
friend might render what he says of him suspected,
"if his Merit was not so well and so publickly
established as to set him above Flattery. To do
him barely Justice," he continues, " is an Under-
taking beyond my Skill." Further he writes : " As
pointed and severe as he is in his Writings, in his
Temper he has all the Softness of the tenderest
Disposition; gentle and inoffensive to every Man
in his particular Character; he only attacks Vice as
a publick Enemy, compassionating the Wound hr,
is tinder a Necessity to probe/* Yet, "in my
Friend every Syllable, every Thought is mascu-
line ;" and it was, questionless, from this particu-
larity that he acquired the sobriquet (alluding, at